
Ethics - Plagiarism

• Summarizing
• A summary is a synthesis of the key ideas of a piece of writing, restated in your own words – i.e., paraphrased. 

Whenever you summarize, you must be careful not to copy the exact wording of the original source.
• A good summary:

• Identifies the writer of the original text.
• Synthesizes the writer’s key ideas.
• Presents the information neutrally.

• Paraphrasing
• In writing a technical paper or thesis/dissertation, you will paraphrase more than you will quote. For these 

documents, you may need to gather background information that is important to the document but not worthy of 
direct quotation. 

• It means taking the words of another source and restating them, using your own vocabulary. In this way, you keep 
the meaning of the original text, but do not copy its exact wording.

• Summarizing and paraphrasing are somewhat different. A paraphrase is about the same length as the 
original source, while a summary is much shorter. Nevertheless, when you summarize, you must be 
careful not to copy the exact wording of the original source. Follow the same rules as you would for 
paraphrase. 

Excerpts from: https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/summarizing/

https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/summarizing/


Ethics – Plagiarism -- Paraphrasing

• Strategies to use to paraphrase
• Use synonyms for all words that are not generic. Words like world, food, or 

science are so basic to our vocabulary that is difficult to find a synonym.

• Change the structure of the sentence.

• Change the voice from active to passive and vice versa.    

• Change clauses to phrases and vice versa.

• Change parts of speech. 

• A good paraphrase combines a number of strategies: the goal is to 
rephrase the information so that it appears in your words, not those of 
the author.

Excerpts from: https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/summarizing/

https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/summarizing/


Ethics – Plagiarism – Paraphrasing Example

Excerpts from: https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/summarizing/

https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/summarizing/

